NEWS

R2.7bn solar park boon for
Nelson Mandela Bay business

Sustainable power project set to improve availability of electricity to city
hard hit by load-shedding

PEOPLE POWER: Role-players at the launch of the Parsons Power Park in Parsons
Vlei are, from left, Bay electricity and energy boss Lance Grootboom, project
shareholder Charmaine Jansen van Rensburg, project executive director Ezio Vernetti,
mayor Retief Odendaal and project shareholder Johan Jansen van Rensburg
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A new solar park is a ray of light for Nelson Mandela Bay amid
intermittent load-shedding which is crippling businesses.

The major new green energy hub was launched in the city on
Thursday to provide industry, business and residents with
solar-powered electricity.
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IS OUR DEMOCRACY IN A WORSE STATE THAN EVEN MOST
CONCERNED AND ENGAGED CITIZENS ARE AWARE OF?

The aim of the Parsons Power Park in Parsons Vlei will be to
help Bay industry reduce their carbon footprint at the same
time as cutting their electricity costs.

The developers say that the R2.7bn plant will generate 150
megawatts and, by providing secure green cost-effective
electricity, it will also stimulate the economy.

The executive director of the power park, Ezio Vernetti, said on
Thursday that against the backdrop of SA’s persistent load-
shedding, Parsons Power Park was ready to make a difference.

“With the changes made since August 2021 to the Electricity
Regulation Act, independent power producers can now sell
electricity at competitive tariffs directly to customers by
delivering their power across municipal distribution grids.
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“For the local economy, this independent power generation can
be a game-changer,” he said.

“It can assist businesses not only to remain competitive, but to
become significant catalysts for new investments too.

“This can create new jobs and boost economic growth”

Vernetti said Parsons Power Park was a joint venture between
his company, Natura Energy, Silikhaya Properties, Raw
Renewables and the Jansen van Rensburg family who owned the
597ha site where the photovoltaic panel arrays would be
installed.

“We are very excited, he said.
“The project hinges on three major benefits.
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“One is that it will improve the availability of electricity to the
Bay, which has been hard hit by load-shedding.

“Two is that we will be supplying renewable energy which will
be especially attractive to our exporters, for instance in the
automotive industry which is bound by significant export
carbon emission reduction targets to combat climate change.

“Third is the price.

“We are still finalising the figures but there will be a massive
discount on the current price of Eskom electricity from the
metro grid”

Vernetti said with the Bay’s current daily power consumption at
530MW-550MW, the first phase of 25MW once installed would
immediately start to make a difference.

“The first phase will not include storage, but if load-shedding
comes in daylight hours it will reduce the load-shedding by one
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level.

“In future phases we will have storage, so even if load-shedding
happens at night, the extra megawatts going into the system
from this plant will reduce the level.

“Overall, this project will not solve load-shedding, but it will
make a significant positive difference.

“Parsons Power Park will be built in phases, commencing with
25MW of installed capacity on the southernmost portion of the

property.

“Over 45,000 solar modules will be utilised for this first phase

and these units will generate over 57-million kilowatt-hours of
electricity annually, capable of powering over 12,000 SA homes
and replacing over 54,000 tonnes of CO2 emissions from coal’

ADVERTISEMENT
He said it was anticipated that the first 25MW would cost about
R450m to build and that work would begin in November, taking
about 10 months to complete.

“It is expected that a further 125MW will ultimately be installed,
for a total cost of R2.7bn.

“This will take place once again in phases, as power purchase
agreements are secured.”

Vernetti said the first phase alone would deliver about 5% of the
total energy requirements of the metro’s large industrial users,
and the total 150MW of installed solar capacity would be
capable of supplying about 30% of the energy requirements of
the metro’s large industrial users.

“Once completed, the Parsons Power Park will be the largest
homegrown independent power producer generation facility in
the Nelson Mandela Bay metro.”

He said 160ha of the power park site would be established as a
nature reserve to protect the vulnerable Rowallan Park grassy



fynbos from threats posed by illegal dumping, cattle grazing and
alien vegetation.

The project outreach team would also focus on the upliftment
of the nearby Kuyga community through recycling initiatives.

PowerX business development manager Tim Shamrock said the
project was a milestone.

“We applaud the Nelson Mandela Bay metro for helping to make
it happen and we can confirm that we have agreed to buy all the
electricity generated by Parsons Power Park’s first phase”

He said as an energy trader, PowerX would use its existing user
system agreement and the nearby Rowallan Park substation to
wheel the purchased clean electricity to Bay customers.
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Mayor Retief Odendaal hailed the role-players in the project,
including Johan Jansen van Rensburg, the head of the Jansen
van Rensburg family, who turned 75 on Thursday — and said it
was clear that if no alternatives were found, load-shedding
would be around for years to come.

“In Nelson Mandela Bay, where business and industry consume
50% of our electricity, and employ so many people, load-
shedding equals job-shedding,” Odendaal said.

“We are going backwards, so the solution is in projects like this
and we are super-excited.
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Bay electricity and energy boss Lance Grootboom said the
project was in line with the city’s commitment to embrace
change.

“We want to make our grid more diverse by pumping it with
renewable energy and thereby breaking our over-reliance on
Eskom,” he said.
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