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Programme Director: Mr Jonga Khuhlane

· Honourable Deputy Minister of Tourism: Ms Elizabeth Thabethe (MP)
· Honourable MEC for Economic Development, Environment & Tourism EC: Mr Oscar Mabuyane (MPL)
· Ms Nontobeko Sibisi ( Director: WESSA Education & Youth)
· Mr Bongani Gxilishe (Provincial Department of Economic Development, Environment & Tourism)
· Ms Pamela Ngabase (Amathole District Municipality)
· Mr Siphamandla Ngqoto (Learner Representative)
· Graduates/Students
· Members of the Media
· All Protocol Observed
· Ladies and Gentlemen

It is my profound pleasure and honour to welcome the distinguished presence of the Deputy Minister of Tourism, Ms Thabethe, and all of you in true African hospitality to the pristine and beautiful shores of the Nelson Mandela Bay. We also express our gratitude for the opportunity to host this auspicious graduation ceremony held under the auspices of the National Department of Tourism.

At this early juncture of proceedings, allow me to commend the Ministry and the Department for spearheading this training programme aimed at improving tourism facilities and services offered at the 50 Blue Flag beaches within the three coastal provinces. We take heart in your visionary leadership and unity of purpose together with the Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa (WESSA) in promoting this programme, which allows learners to acquire the National Certificate in Environmental Education Training and Development Practices and become fully-fledged ‘Beach Stewards’.

We must envision clean cities and towns that realizes the importance of an aesthetically attractive environment with well-maintained beaches, beautiful parks and amenities for recreation and leisure. It is in this regard where these newly trained ‘tourism activists’ fulfill their role and core function of ensuring that municipalities maintain their Blue Flag status and assist those municipalities aspiring to obtain full Blue Flag status. Therefore, this evening we dedicate this occasion in honour of those learners who have now completed their full qualification. Congratulations! 

This initiative of the Department of Tourism forms an integral part of our overall plan to ensure that our Metro becomes a formidable enabler to build capacity and strengthen its ability to deliver excellent recreational facilities to all communities. 

As a developing city, the risks and problems are much greater, mainly because of the overwhelming scale and speed of urbanization. The Nelson Mandela Bay, like any other big city in South Africa, face a rate of urban growth that was not strategically planned for. The result is a conflict between the environmental resource base and development needs.

It was with this in mind that this training programme address the growing problems of the interaction between the environment and development, paying particular attention to the upkeep of our beaches, a major tourism resource and attraction.

To help make this vital transition, the Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality (NMBM) launched a series of eco-efficiency projects, programmes and campaigns to both educate and mobilize the various sectors in our community to realize the concept eco-efficiency for sustainable development.

It is crucial to sustainable development that we have a clear understanding and acceptance of this two-way relationship between environment and development. In short, the challenge is to make use of environmental resources in a sustainable way for the sake of continuous and lasting development for the betterment of our living environment. 

We have clearly identified that for tourism to succeed we need to take a long hard look at our tourism offering, and work out our competitive advantages and what is holding back tourism development. We must be realistic, we need to work with what we have and minimize that which is holding us back.

Our tourist industry is growing exponentially and our beaches are undoubtedly one of the most important attractors providing local and foreign visitors alike with an amenity that adhere to international safety, cleanliness and other tourist standards. 

The sustainable development of our beaches surely enhance our beach status and boost our brand as the water sports mecca. It is only through dedication, lots of hard work and upgrading of the facilities, services and beach management are we able to achieve Blue Flag status for our beaches.

The renewed environment of our beaches stimulate entertainment an opportunity for tourists with a unique vibe in the making of which it has become an important flagship for tourism in the Bay. And with this magical environment remains the magnificent jewel in the crown of the Nelson Mandela Bay.

By virtue of its location, our beaches, represents one of our greatest tourism assets. It is our duty to recognize the value of this asset for our tourism industry and to support its upkeep. I am particularly privileged to do so on this occasion.

We all must believe in the future and the need to promote tourism, as it is an industry, which can create as many jobs as possible in a short time. It is a known fact that our city is nowhere near its full tourism potential of what its tourism industry holds, marketing its charms and opportunities to tourists and investors.

Our beach development is indeed a flagship of the tourist industry and I hope that this occasion marks not only a further stage in the growth of our tourism industry, but also in the growth of our local economy, and the renewal of our people towards the making of a stable and environmentally conscious Nelson Mandela Bay.

Yes, the challenges for environmental justice are truly formidable. Thus, the attainment of the goal of sustainable development, which meets the needs of our future generations, requires that we put our natural resources at the top of the environment agenda. 

May I, in closing, thank the Department of Tourism and WESSA, and wish the graduates of this amazing programme all the success. Once again congratulations!

Let us continue to preserve our magnificent beaches and natural resources for future generations, an obligation we dare not ignore!         
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