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It is a great honour to be gathered here today at the Airport for such a joyous event as we witness highest honours going to two living legends whom we proudly claim as our own. 

Our city, region and province have proud and eventful histories and it is right and fitting that the pioneers and leaders in those communities who have played a vital role in the development of the region and broader Metro should be honoured also on the national stage. 
Ms Nomhle Nkonyeni and Mr Moyisi Tyutyu – you have stardust all over you! – yesterday you were honoured by the SA government during a prestigious ceremony, receiving national Orders In Silver from the hand of the South African President, Cyril Ramaphosa.

Need I say that a National Order is the highest award that can be bestowed upon an individual by the president of our country.

Firstly, legendary South African Actress uMama Nomhle Nkonyeni had the Order of Ikhamanga in silver bestowed upon her for her brilliant contribution to the performing arts. Of course, uMama, you are internationally known for featuring in movies such as Red Dust, Catch a Fire, Of Good Report, as well as the 2013 film, Zulu.

Watching the awards ceremony, were very proud that you were described as a legendary stage and screen actress from Port Elizabeth. You have received so many awards and accolades over the 50 plus years you have spent in the industry, such as the Lifetime Achievement Award at the SA Film and Television Awards in 2016  - but the Order of Ikhamanga must surely be the cherry on the cake! We know that you also used your talents to contribute to South Africa’s struggle for freedom, using stage productions to put the message across. Tomorrow we can celebrate Freedom Day because of the courage of people like you.

Talking about freedom and the long and hard struggle for it, another one of our own has finally found the recognition he deserves: Mr Moyisi Douglas Tyutyu. Mr Tyutyu received the Order of Luthuli in Silver, in recognition for his shining contribution to the fight for the freedom of all South Africans. As an operative of Umkhonto we Sizwe, he proved to be a man of courage, living by his conviction that all are equal. He received the Order for his contribution to the struggle for democracy, nationbuilding, building democracy and human rights, justice and peace as well as for the resolution of conflict.

Mr Tyutyu will not mind if I mention that he is already 84 years old. As he himself said, he had already given up on receiving any awards and accolades for his years in the struggle. Many of his friends and comrades who fought with him are long since dead.

When President Ramaphosa handed him the medal, the President personally  thanked him for being one of those people who worked underground in the fight against apartheid and the struggle to liberation.

Joining the ANC when he was only 18, he spent seven years in prison - and to this day still helps out the ANC where he can. 

A warm welcome back on home soil to our two National Order recipients! Congratulations from all of us! You have received the highest honours from you country! We could not be prouder of you. May your excellence and achiement inspire others in realising the triumph of the human spirit!
Thank you 
