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Molweni!

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the Enterprise Development Graduation of the NMB Business Chamber. So let me be the first this evening to congratulate the eighteen companies who will be graduating from the Exporter’s Development Programme. 

Allow me to commend the NMB Business Chamber and partners on this Exporter’s Development Programme and for the important role, it assumes by offering efficient and quality business support and advice services to SMMEs in the Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality.

Hence we are convinced that this programme will identify and drive new economic initiatives that will surely stimulate the growth and development of export business entrepreneurs, service delivery networks and thereby increase the contribution of small businesses from the predominantly previously disadvantaged communities to the economy of the Nelson Mandela Bay Region.

Without question, the development of emerging small business will contribute significantly to job creation and a vibrant local economy. As the NMBM, we will continue to advantage and support the growth and sustainability of SMMEs, including the advancement of broad based black economic empowerment objectives.

I am therefore pleased that as local government we are making significant strides to realize this mandate. As local government in the Bay we are convinced that working together, we can do more to build sustainable enterprises through linkages and partnerships.

With this programme, we are encouraged that we will increase the depth of entrepreneurial talent, whereby job seekers become job creators, especially among the youth, women and the disabled. This will certainly go a long way in ensuring that we increase the number of new entrants into the economy.

Unlocking opportunities for the small business sector through better business environments is paramount. It is vital that they are provided with an enabling environment through development programmes that accommodate their needs and aspirations as entrepreneurs.

It is therefore important that various entrepreneurial skills be recognized, nurtured, developed and enhanced through appropriate support and enablement that will ensure that they do contribute to the economic development and growth of our local economy. 

I believe that will continually build and strengthen partnerships and levels of co-operation between partners and government. Thus, this exporter’s development programme remains a gateway for new and existing opportunity for small business development in the Bay.

This says a lot in terms of our commitment to the empowerment of the emerging small business sector. Therefore, we join hands in ensuring upward mobility of the entrepreneurs involved. I also wish to encourage you to continue serving these SMMEs with passion and encourage them to diversify and explore other business ventures in this sector.  

Women are a vital component of the SMME sector and we are very clear that our women must be provided equal access to all support measures available given the fact that women are over represented in the survivalist business category and underrepresented in enterprise higher up in the value chain.

We will continue to implement through building on our endeavors to raise levels of awareness as well as generate interest on the potential of developing entrepreneurship in the Nelson Mandela Bay. 

Moreover, we will continue to do so by providing the necessary information about opportunity and services as well as allowing small business to raise pertinent issues that has a direct bearing on them.

I therefore thank the NMB Business Chambers and all partners for creating and embracing enterprise development.

We thank you.  
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