WELCOMING BY COUNCILLOR MONGAMELI BOBANI
HONOURABLE EXECUTIVE MAYOR OF THE NELSON MANDELA BAY MUNICIPALITY
TO: DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY: SOLAR WATER HEATER PROGRAMME CERTIFICATION 
[bookmark: _GoBack]TUESDAY, 16 APRIL 2019, WALMER MULTI-PURPOSE CENTRE AT 14H30

Programme Director; 

· The Honourable Minister of Energy: Honourable Jeff Radebe (MP)
· Councillor Ayanda Tyokwana (Ward Councillor)
· Fellow Councillors
· Solar Water Heater Programme Trainees 
· Walmer Community
· Members of the Media 

We are delighted to welcome the esteem presence of the Minister of Energy, Mr Jeff Radebe. Thank you for your presence at this certification of trainees of the Solar Water Installation Programme. 

Yet another innovative green destination initiative of the Department in partnership with the German Government and the Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality. This we believe is a clear indication of our commitment towards protecting our environment and setting the tone that green energy is an integral part of our future.

As the NMBM, we have the responsibility to ensure our environment is protected and sustained for the benefit of future generations. It is therefore our collective responsibility to fulfill this mandate given the challenges presented by climate change and global warming.

It is only by working together that we can and must ensure that we change the way we have been doing things, for the sake of our future generations and the sustainability of our environment. We cannot afford to take energy provision for granted especially with disruptions in our electricity supply and because of challenges at Eskom. 

Therefore, we must show commitment and play our part to ensure energy conservation and that load shedding does not become a norm in our country.  This of course prompts government to look at alternative means and interventions, which would support a more sustainable and greener future for energy and its conservation

Allow me to commend the team who are managing the pilot project and leading the campaign to encourage communities to move away from electricity geysers to that of solar water heaters. Solar water heating has the benefit of having access to free hot water and reducing household cost. We want the whole of the Nelson Mandela Bay to experience the benefits of renewable energy technology.

Furthermore, the roll out of this labour intensive project allows us to create more job opportunities for local communities in areas of manufacturing, installation and maintenance. Certainly, we will see many more being trained in the necessary skills to perform routine maintenance and thereby generate opportunity and income.

This is indeed a groundbreaking collaboration with the aim of improving the capacity of municipal governance to support effective service delivery, inclusive green economic growth and enhanced climate change mitigation and adaptation measures and to lay the foundation on which future projects can be built and achieve the long-term vision of eco-efficiency. 

Therefore, we see this programme as an important forward movement for us in the ‘Green Economy’. Over its duration, we will continue to consider a range of issues that will deal with the economic component of the green agenda and show that going green makes good commercial and economic sense.

We have to identify the sectors and parts of our economy where more jobs can be created. One of the most important elements is the green economy and the enormous potential that it holds for creating decent work opportunities and lifting the rate of economic growth.

Opportunities lie in many new areas, ranging from development of new energy efficient materials, to large solar and wind energy plants, to green manufacturing operations including car manufacturing, ecotourism and waste management.

The realization of this programme will certainly stimulate investment in more modern and efficient technologies, while reducing the consumption of precious commodities like water, electricity and oil. A green economy will also improve the competitiveness of the export economy, and green concerns increasingly influence standards setting and access to export markets.

I would like to recognize all the role-players and in particular the media by acknowledging their important role of relaying the proceedings of this important training programme piloting  solar water installation that will promote job creation, poverty reduction and skills development.

We are grateful to the Department of Energy for choosing the Nelson Mandela Bay as a beneficiary of this pilot project and for the support given by GIZ in the oversight areas of Walmer and Rosedale. We certainly pledge our full and unreserved support to the purpose and objectives of this important economic and environmental programme. 

Honourable Minister Radebe, you have the re-assurance and commitment of the Nelson Mandela Bay leadership to ensure that we strengthen our partnership and thereby ensure the effective and efficient rollout of the green economy programmes and co-operation between the various roll-players. 

Allow me to express my congratulations and appreciation to all the trainees of this programme!


We thank you.
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